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HRIS King pushed his way into

that elite cadre of riders who win

major events by holding his nerve

and his overnight lead to take the

CCI*** Blenheim International

Horse Trials on The Secret Weapon
(6-9 September).

In a tense show jumping finale where all the
riders in the top 10 after cross-country faulted,
30-year-old Chris did not use the fence he had
in hand until the very last obstacle. The crowd
collectively turned their eyes to the clock —the
time was very tight — but he was safe.

"I didn’t know — but | saw my girlfriend Zanie
[Tanswell, Pippa Funnell’s former head girl]
waving her arms up and down and thought | must :
have won," he said.

The Secret Weapon —
“Artie” — used to be ridden by
his owner, Lucinda Langlands.
Lucinda becameill and gave
Chris the ride on the chestnut
son of Ballinvella Boy, now 11,
atthe end of 2005. Fortunately,
Lucinda is now recovered, but
the ride stays with Chris. Thisis
the climax of a spectacularroll
for Chris and Artie— they won
the CIC*** at Barbury Castle
inJuly, an advanced section at

£&Qtherriders watch
Armada and thinkit
must be easyto get the
time—thenfind out
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Andrew Nicholson

: two time-penalties in the show jumping. Pre-
: event favourite with the bookies, this handsome
i Thoroughbred nine-year-old has been produced

slowly by Kristina because she believes heisa
potential Olympic horse.

“This is one of his stepping stones," she said.
"Ahead of all the other team horses |'ve ridden,
he's got all three phases and is a sensitive,
careful horse.”

Testament to this was his elegant, supple test
for 43.9 and third place, and 3.2 cross-country
time-penalties.

“He felta little green early on, but really got
going and galloped to the end,” said Kristina.

Miners Frolic may not yet be able to put his feet
upforthe winter — Kristina is considering taking
him to Boekelo for experience.

There were several highly
impressive eight-year-olds in
the shake-up, and none more
sothan Andrew Nicholson's
Spanish-bred chestnut,
Armada, who finished third on
55.3. Owned by Paul Ridgeon,
Armada is a full-brother to
Andrew’s Olympic ride Fenicio.
The son of Fines was one of the
only three horses to go clear
inside the time across country,
pulling them up from 15th

Aston-le-Walls last month and
now their first CCI***,

Itis back to the big time for Chris who, after
Miss De Meena IV went lame at Badminton in
2005, has lacked top-level firepower.

The pair were competitively placed in fifth
after dressage on 45, behind Louisa Brassey and
Bruce Rock, wholed on 41.7. A confident round
with two time-faults across country handed them
the lead, but Kristina Cook was breathing down
their neck, just 0.1 pen behind.

Kristina, who had her second child, Harry,
seven months ago, held on to second place
with Miners Frolic despite a fence down and
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i penalties elevated them to fourth, and that's

after dressage. He hit just one
show jump.

"He takes a very big stride and is suited to a
three-day, where he can use it," said Andrew.
“Other riders watch him and think it must be easy
to get the time — then find out they’re wrong."

A week after her Burghley second, Polly
Stockton picked up another good three-day
placing —fourth, thistime on Anne Henson's
Regulus. The 11-year-old by Rimilis was fourth in
the Pau CCI*** last year, but fell at Punchestown
in May. They led the first day’s dressage, and
started Saturday in sixth place. A few time-
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Kristina Cook jumps the troublesome triple brush arrowheads at the VW Touareg Water Whirl on her way to second place on nlne-year-old Mmers Frolu: (O |

B MINERS Frolic, second with Kristina
Cook, was bred to race, not event. He was
bred by Maurice Pinto out of a mare called
Mighty Frolic he trained to win the Horse
& Hound Cup at Stratford in 1994. His
sire is Miners Lamp, who won the Lincoln
Handicap and became the first horse who
won over a mile (rather than further) to
stand as a national hunt stallion. Now
owned by Nick and Valda Embiricos and
Sarah Pelham, Miners Frolic has a half-
sister in training with Kristina's brother,
Nick Gifford.
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