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Tina Cook heads a number of Pratoni hopefuls in an Al
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Miners Frolic makes

three win

HIGHCLERE, sponsored by
Mitsubishi Motars, pravided a final run
prior to the European Championships
for a number of Pratoni hopefuls, thus
ensuring high class fields in the two
advanced intermediate sections.

But it was a pair who didn't have
Italy on their minds — Kristina Cook
and Miners Frolic — who emerged
victorious in Al section N, taking
notable scalps in the process.

Itwas the second year in
succession that Tina and Miners
Frolic have clinched victory at
Highclere — last year they took the
top spot in the Ol — and this was the
horse’s third win on the trot, following
victories at the Festival of British
Eventing (in a CIC**) and in the CIC**
at Brightling Park.

“This was a great last run before
Blenheim,' said Tina, "He had an easy
season last year because of my
pregnancy, but | think that was the
best thing for him as he's so big.

‘I've always thought he's the horse
to get me back on the team and it's so
exciting as I'm only seriously returning
to eventing after having children”

The duo added nothing to their
dressage score of 26 to finish less
than two penalties ahead of Georgie
Davies and Fachoudette,

“I'm going to wrap her up in cotton
wool now," admitted Georgie, who had
less than three weeks before she
was due to make her senior squad
debut. "This was her first run since
Luhmuhlen and it was absolutely
perfect, | could let her roll and she
cruised around easily.
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above Tristram Owers and
Briarlands Matilda, third in
an intermediate section

The pair completed two fault free
jumping rounds to finish on their
sub-30 dressage mark, one of seven
in this 37-strong section to end the
contest on a clean sheet.

Dressage leaders Zara Phillips and
Toytown wound up in 11th place after
a careful cross-country round.

Rodney Powell filled third and
fourth places with Langarth Darcy
and Zinzan Il respectively,

Bettina leads the way
Bettina Hoy and Ringwood Cockatoo,
who had rerouted from Martinvast,
headed the other Al With their usual
prowess in the dressage, the pair
posted a first-phase mark of 26.5 and
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above intermediate runner-up Harry Dzenisww
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rolled just one coloured pole to finish
almost two penalties in front.

Clayton Fredericks and The Frog
were the only other combination to
score a dressage mark in the 20s, but
their withdrawal before the cross-
country ended their challenge.

Kiwi Bruce Haskell, riding Peter
Scott and Helen Campion's Sky
Sport, finished in the runner-up slot.

‘| can't complain about being
beaten by Bettina in the dressage,'
said Bruce. “It's been a brilliant
pre-Blenheim run and | couldn't have
asked more from him. He went clear
in the show jumping, which he's owed
me for a while, so I'm really pleased!”

Bruce has been riding the
13-year-old, who was previously
partnered by Lisa Maynard and Mary
King, for just under a year and the pair
finished on their dressage score.

Dag Albert and Whos Blitz
completed their European preparation
with a third spot in this section.

“I've been lucky that none of my
runs have been cancelled and this
was a perfect last spin before Pratoni
said Dag.
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Andrew’s one-two
Andrew Nicholson pulled off a
one-two in the open intermediate.
Rosemary Barlow's Avebury
performed a 19.5 dressage test,
which was never headed and two
fault free jumping rounds secured
victory by six penalties from
stablemate Mr Cruise Control, who
also finished on his first phase score.
Tristram Owers won intermediate
section | on Pee Gee, a horse he has
only been partnering for a month.

"Spencer Sturmey used to ride
him, but he's now concentrating on
dressage so he passed him to me and
this was only our third event together,
said Tristram of the horse who is
nuinrd.by So cer togéther with

Paul Beasley.

*He just cruised around the cross-
country. He's a capable horse!' added
Tristram, whose partner, Connie Villani,
was expecting a baby imminently.

Filling the runner-up spot was
Takeaki Tsuchiya and his own
Jackabee. The duo recorded the best
dressage mark in this section, but a
show jump down and cross-country
time faults dropped them to second.

“l was unsure how good he would
be across country after Gatcombe,
which asked a big question of him, but
he felt really confident;’ said Takeak|,
who was hoping to take the seven-
year-old to Burnham Market.

Intermediate section J went the
way of Coneyhurst-based Ken
Spencer and Hollybrooke Inguisitor.

“I'm really pleased. He's finished
second in three intermediates, so he
was due a win,’ said Ken. "He did a
really smart test and was brilliant
across country”

Hollybrooke Inquisitor was
bought locally almost three years
ago by Frances Hooper Smith, but
Ken gained the ride while Frances
was out of action with injuries and
apregnancy.

Highclere course-designer Eric
Winter led intermediate section K
from the front with Rembrandt, who
finished almost six penalties ahead of
Junior Harry Dzenis and Spider V1.

Faye Ogilvy, who has been involved
with Highclere in all capacities over
the last 15 years and who played the
role of secretary in 2007, said: “This
year's event has been mayhem
because we've had in excess of 800
combinations here, but it has all gone
well; the going was amazing and
we've had lots of praise from riders”

Eric Winter's 21-fence track
caused numerous problems and
included several bogey fences.
MNumber 3, a palisade to a brush
arrowhead, caught out several, as
did the double of roll tops into the
Olympic Horse Feeds Water, which
saw many horses unwilling to get
their feet wet.

William Fox-Pitt picked up 20
penalties with his Tattersalls CCI*
winner Trinity Hill at the second of the
Begley Birch Stooks, a double of tree
stumps on three strides,

The main casualty of the weekend
was pre-novice competitor Louisa
Kerr, who broke her collarbone in a
fall from Spanky.

Emily Bevan
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DRIVE ON

ANDREW Nicholson's top two
placings in the Ol guaranteed
him victory in the Stately
Homes Challenge, for which
he picked up the keys to a
Mitsubishi Shogun for a year.
Paul Tapner was second.



